FROM THE DIRECTOR

NOVEMBER 2014

Greetings!
We have a lot going on at CIP! As you read this, our China Shenzhen Social Work
Delegation is entering the third week of their training program. This program was
made possible by the enthusiasm of our board member, James Liu. Twelve social
work professionals from the Shenzhen Nanshan region are meeting with
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The delegates have already learned a lot from the numerous successful social service
agencies in Columbus and are eager to continue their partnership with us. We are
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I hope to see you at one of our upcoming cultural events. On November 6th, CIP
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friends and members are invited to attend a Chinese Cultural Evening to meet
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members of the delegation. This will be a wonderful opportunity to learn about their
culture and their experiences in social work (see page 5 for additional details).
You are also invited to join us on November 18th for our Annual Meeting. This is an
informal annual event, where we bring together our IPR’s, board, staff, and
members to celebrate the holidays, talk about the highlights of the recently
completed fiscal year, and discover the reach of CIP (see page 5 for additional
details).
I hope to see you at our events and remember to connect with us and other cultural
events through our website and social media.
Sincerely,

Mark Poeppelman, Executive Director

CIP Annual
Meeting
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I NVOLVING THE Y OUTH IN G LOBAL N ETWORKING
-by Rodney Roggen and Kameron Jones, CIP
interns and students of the Graham High School
When Kameron and I, a fellow intern at CIP from
the Graham school, first entered the conference
room at CIP, we were met with twelve friendly
smiles from the Shenzhen delegates. We were as
interesting and foreign to them as they were to us.
They all yelled “Hi” and “Hello!” very
ecstatically. We took our time and got to know
each and every one of them. We sat back and
observed them make plans of how they would use
the rest of their time here in America, all while
speaking Chinese. We didn't understand the
language but we understood what was going on through observations of their body language. Finally, the
interpreter told us all of their final decisions for activities, such as zip-lining and shopping.
Mark needed to return to his office to handle a little more work, so he left us to get to know and help the
delegates with questions they had. It was really fun! One of them explained how he had never seen leaves of
that color; they do not experience autumn as we do in America. He asked us to take pictures with them in the
colorful fall leaves. It was great and also very beautiful! Before we got on the bus to go back to school that day
we told everybody goodbye and there were lots of hugs.
The next day Kameron and I stood on the front steps of our school with two of the staff members, Genie and
Pam. We were not nervous because we had a great time with the delegates the day before and we felt like they
were friends. After watching many other vans go by we spotted a white van pulling into the parking lot. When
it stopped we walked over to it and greeted every delegate individually with a firm handshake and a heartfelt
smile. We gathered them on the front porch and took them into the school. They took out their cameras and
took pictures. We were glad to see them so excited and interested.
We told them about the different programs of the Graham school, like the walk-about for seniors. Kameron
told them about the artwork in the school and that it is all created by the students. I told them the general facts,
for example that the school has a total of 255 students.
While waiting for lunch to be served we told them about the democratic society we have in the Graham School
and that all students and staff get one vote on policies in the school. The delegates were quite surprised at the
way we did this in our school. We walked to another room with the delegates behind us, lunch in hand. The
delegates all began to sit down and eat, speaking in silent tones while we had two students from our schools’
student council come in and speak. The council answered any questions that the delegates had, but also asked
them questions about their educational system.
Before they had to leave they wanted to take a picture with all of us in front of the school sign. Many other
students joined us in the picture as we all smiled brightly. We enjoyed ourselves for the last few moments of
that day with all the delegates. We told them goodbye as they left to their host families. We hope we may have
them at our school again soon.
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A N U PDATE ON OUR C URRENT IPR’ S
This past month two new International Professionals in Residence, Kadie and Cynthia, arrived in Columbus
and began their training programs. Kadie Alakula works in Law and Social Sciences in the Ministry of Social
Justice in Estonia. She is passionate about human rights protection in prisons and prison management. She is
training at the Metropolitan Community Services T.O.U.C.H. program, where she is gaining experience in
rehabilitation and helping at risk populations until April of 2015.
Kadie will need a host family starting in November. If you or anyone you know would like the experience
of hosting an international professional, please let us know. This is a great opportunity to learn about Estonia!
Find more details here.
Cynthia Etu holds a Bachelor of Science in Sociology and works as a Planning and Coordinating Officer at the
Consulate of Belize in Nigeria. She is interested in Program Management of Nonprofit Organizations and is
training at Gladden Community House.
Other IPR’s are enjoying their training programs as well:




Kenny Wafula continues training at West Central School, he will be in Columbus until May, 2015.
Malle Luik continues training at Central Community House, she will be in Columbus until December 1st.
Sandra Friede and Hiltrud Tuerkuyan, participants of the German GIZ Social Work Exchange, are training
at the Dublin Community Preschool, and the Ethiopian Tewahedo Social services, respectively. Their
program continues until November 20th.

W OMEN ’ S E MPOWERMENT UN D AY E VENT
On Saturday, October 25th, in celebration of UN Day our
partners UNA-USA Columbus Chapter, along with CIP and the
Hilliard Rotary Club hosted a fantastic event on Women’s
Empowerment. The event hosted over 100 guests, featured a
survivors panel, and guest speakers, including Ohio senator
Charleta B. Tavares, Emma Watson, Kathy Moser, and
Theresia Thylin.
Thanks to the enthusiastic participation of the guests, the event
collected 49 signatures in support of the Girls Count Bill, 60
thank you cards for United Nations Peacekeepers in the most
dangerous parts of the world, and provided a voice to 35
households and their priorities for the 2015 Sustainable
Development Agenda.
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H OCKING H ILLS G ET -A WAY
Old and new friends of CIP spent a fun weekend in The Hocking Hills a few weeks ago. We stayed in a
wonderful Hide-Away-Hills house donated by long time CIP members John and Barbara Showalter. On Friday
evening we enjoyed a local Halloween play. On Saturday we hiked the beautiful autumn trails at Old Man’s
Cave. Every participant was responsible for a meal during the weekend, so we tried a lot of homemade
international meals. It was a wonderful weekend and we all learned so much about each other’s cultures.
Memories and friendships were made!

From left to right: Kenny Wafula (Kenya), Frances Khamayo (Kenya), Mikalene Guiser (board member), Sandra Friede
(Germany), Cynthia Etu (Nigeria), Kathy Moser (staff), Malle Luik (Estonia), Hiltrud Tuerkuyan (Germany), Tim
Skinner (member).

A G OING A WAY P ARTY FOR F RANCES
Frances Khamayo trained at Nationwide Children’s Hospital from her arrival in May until October. She has
taken her message to the streets and homeless camps around Columbus. She is now training at the Franklin
County Board of Developmental Disabilities until March of 2015, but before she left Nationwide she received
a wonderful going away party.
Frances has an extensive background as a social worker in Kenya specializing on information and intake in
HIV and AIDS. Among other things, she has worked with the Family Aids Initiative Response at the Red
Cross, where she helped administer HIV tests to people in the gay community (which is illegal in Kenya),
pregnant moms, and youth.
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U PCOMING I NTERNATIONAL E VENTS
November 2014

N OVEMBER 6 TH : C HINESE C ULTURAL E VENING
Time
6:30 PM—8:30 PM
Location
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Sunflower Chinese Restaurant & Lounge
7370 Sawmill Rd, Columbus, OH 43235
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Attendance and dinner $15.00/person. Cash bar available.
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Register Online Today!
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You have the unique opportunity to join us on November 6th to meet the twelve
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delegates of the Shenzhen Nanshan Social Work Program. This delegation has been
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exploring the social services structure in U.S., with a special focus on nonprofit
administration, elder care, hospice care, and youth services. At this cultural evening
the delegates will share their thoughts about their program, their experiences in
China, and a little bit about Chinese culture.
N OVEMBER 18 TH : CIP A NNUAL M EETING
Time

6:30 PM—8:30 PM

Location

Wurst und Bier
110 Hutchinson Ave, Columbus, OH 43235

*Please plan for construction traffic near the restaurant.
Attendance and dinner $15.00/person. Cash bar available.

Register Online Today!
The CIP Annual Meeting will be followed by informal presentations from current
IPR's. Join this wonderful event to get to know a little about their experiences and
cultures, and mingle with the board and staff of CIP.

We are very grateful for the support
of our corporate sponsors.
Please consider becoming one of our
corporate sponsors, you may do so here.

