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Picture of Suela Kocibellinj (Albania) and Andreea Lupascu (Romania) together with 

CIP host family Tony Gugliemotto and Sue Haidle 

Great Lake Consortium for International Training Delegation 

April 25 – May 23, 2018 
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Dear Friends of CIP,  

2018 was a dynamic year for the Columbus International Program: During October of 2017, CIP merged with US Together, 

Inc. (UST) - a mutual assistance, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. US Together coordinates, organizes, and implements 

services to refugees and immigrants through education, advocacy, support, community building, referrals and networking 

opportunities. The organization provides a wide array of services and initiatives that help refugees and immigrants 

integrate into the community. UST interpreting services division is recognized throughout the state of Ohio. 

CIP is now operating as the International Program of US Together. The program hosts professionals from around the 

globe in an effort to enhance public and cultural diplomacy. Both CIP and UST share the common value of promoting 

international understanding through intercultural exchange to make the world a better place. 

The International Program of UST / CIP continues to be committed to promoting international understanding through 

professional development and cross-cultural exchange. We achieve this by providing administrative and operational 

assistance to foreign professionals who want to explore American culture, volunteerism, education, and business 

opportunities. Our partners are various social service, business, non-profit, and public organizations in Central Ohio, which 

benefit from the knowledge and the skills of our International Professionals in Residence (IPR), as well as gain valuable 

know-how from our short-term foreign delegations.  

Our members and the local community gain cultural insights through our monthly cultural events, hosting, and other 

interactions with the IPRs. To demonstrate the reach and impact of CIP, we have created an evaluation metric called 

“Intercultural Credit Units” (ICU’s). This metric measures the number of intercultural interactions provided through CIP’s 

training programs by assigning one credit unit to each IPR, each local organization, and each event.  

During the 2018 fiscal year (FY), the International Program of US Together hosted seven IPR’s from five different countries 

(generated 4,260 ICU’s). We hosted a total of five delegations (1,325 ICU’s), including participants from Sudan, Rwanda, 

Germany, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Albania, and Romania. As each delegation is focused on a concrete 

professional area, this year we had the pleasure of organizing diverse program schedules, with topics including: Small 

Business Development, Rule of Law, Non-profit Management, as well as a Trade Fair. 

As a division of US Together, Inc., the Columbus International Program also participated in six fundraising events, which 

generated a total of 2,155 ICU’s! We look forward to 2019, to enhance our existing programs and build partnerships 

through our new volunteerism opportunities. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Mark Poeppelman, 

Director of International Programs 
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2018 International Professionals in Residence (IPR’s):  
 
What is an IPR? 
International Professional in Residence (IPR) is a participant in CIP’s CORE or Global Partners Programs. The 
programs’ length varies from 1-18 months.  

 
Cultural and Occupational Resource Exchange Program (CORE) - intended for participants from foreign countries 
who want to train in the U.S. but need support finding a professional placement. Each participant has an 
individualized training program designed to further develop their specific needs and professional goals.  
 
Global Partners Program – a specialized long-term training placement program for U.S. businesses funded by the 
host company or corporation.  
  

In 2018 CIP welcomed 7 IPR’s (4,260 ICU’s): 
 

     

Jiyu Jia (China), trained at CIP from July 2016 to December 2017  

                                                                                             – 200 ICU’s 

Kexin Liu (China), trained at Fun Travel Services from September 

2016 to March 2018                                   – 500 ICU’s 
 

Rajaram Joshi (Nepal), trained at Columbus City Schools from 

Dececember 2016 to June 2018 – 1,500 ICU’s                                                        

   

Vivi Sdrenia (Greece), trained at Ohio State Bar Association from  

May 2017 to May 2018                                                 – 1,500 ICU’s 

 

Wei Lin Yu (Taiwan), trained at Phoenix Home Healthcare  

Services from October 2017 to March 2018                – 500 ICU’s 
 

 

Nina Dimitrova (Bulgaria), trains at US Together, Inc. since 

September 2018                                  – 50 ICU’s 
 

Nannan Li (China) , trains at Bishop Ready High School since 
September 2018                                              – 10 ICU’s

 
Rajaram Joshi (Nepal), Director of 

International Progams Mark Poeppelman 

(center) and Communications Specialist 

Emily Locke (right) 
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2018 Delegations: 
 

What is a Delegation? 
Delegation is a short-term training program (1-3 weeks) 
organized for a group of professionals with similar 
interests that consist of a variety of organizations in central 
Ohio. Delegations are individualized and may consist of 2-
16 members with similar training requirements. Funding 
comes from a variety of sources, including grant money 
raised by CIP, funds raised by the delegates or their 
organizations, and grants provided by the U.S State 
Department.  

 

 
Kenya Small Business Delegation (March, 2018)   

 
During 2018 CIP hosted five delegations (1,325 ICU’s): 

 
1.) Sudan Delegation - Trade Fair (February 2018)  

         – 500 ICU’s 
2.) Kenya Delegation - Small Business Development  
(March 20-28, 2018)                                         – 225 ICU’s 
3.) Great Lake Consortium for International Training  
 (April 25 – May 23, 2018)                                –200 ICU’s 
4.) Rwanda/Germany Delegation: 
Non-Profit Management (July 15-30, 2018) –200 ICU’s                                 
5.) DRC Delegation - Rule of Law  
(August 1-14, 2018)                                           –200 ICU’s 

2018 International Events: 
  
During 2018 we organized six events (2,155 ICU’s): 

 
1.) Day of the Dead Event (Oct. 18, 2017)  –800 ICU’s 
2.) International Women’s Day (Mar. 22, 2018) –255 ICU’s                                                                         
3.) Open House/Schilhouse Fund (Apr. 18, 2018) –200 ICU’s 
4.) Volunteer with a Refugee (April - May, 2018)     –50 ICU’s 
5.) Dragon Boat Event (May 20, 2018)  –100 ICU’s 
6.) International Taste of Columbus (Aug. 17, 2018)  

–750 ICU’s 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dragon Boat Event (May 2018) 
 

 
  

Volunteer with a Refugee (August 2018)
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*MANY THANKS TO OUR LONG-TERM MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND HOST FAMILIES* 

2018 Friends of US Together 

▪ Scott & Bobbie Timmerman 
▪ C.W. & Helen Swank 
▪ Richard & Emilie Miller 
▪ Meg & Joel Teaford 
▪ Mark & Claire Fohl 
▪ Ollie & Manel Tuovinen 
▪ Barb & Jim Kimmel 
▪ Michael & Sherry Pitroff 
▪ Don & Miriam Utter 
▪ Ellen Rapkin & Duane Buck 
▪ Otha & Frieda Gilyard 
▪ Dorothy & David Pritchard 
▪ Mikalene Guiser & Tim Skinner 
▪ Jocelyn & Mike Greene 
▪ Chris Hansen & Joe Daniel 
▪ Milan Moncol & Iveta Monclova 

▪ Peggy Calestro 
▪ George Arnold 
▪ Chandrika Gurung 
▪ Tek Bahasur Sarki 
▪ Utpolah Borah 
▪ Ruth Dodrill 
▪ Charles Rutonesha 
▪ Carl Faller 
▪ Bijaya Biswa 
▪ Seth Frey  
▪ Halima Albert 
▪ Narmati Neupane 
▪ Chandrika Gurung 
▪ Rohit Pothrel 
▪ Margaret Johnson 
▪ Lisa Kolb 

▪ Katherine Schwarz 
▪ Marguerite Cox Molk 
▪ Barbara Drake 
▪ Catherine Elkins 
▪ Elizabeth Glick 
▪ Myra Hayduk 
▪ Ann Kangas 
▪ Cindy Byington 
▪ Jessie Crook 
▪ Ellen Gow 
▪ Lynn Steiger 
▪ David Hart 
▪ Sara Niekirk 
▪ Robert Holmes 
▪ Devi Pokhrel 
▪ Carl Jarrett 

▪ Mattias Bonner 
▪ Dorothy Faller 
▪ Robert Thompson 
▪ Donna Villareal 
▪ Jansi Straveler 
▪ Evan Hudgens 
▪ Linda Locke 
▪ Igor Kochanenkov 
▪ Genie Craven 
▪ Anne Hyland 
▪ Jude R. Dsouza 
▪ Tul Magar 

▪ Jack Smith ✞ 

▪ Don Streibig ✞ 

▪ Helen Johnson ✞ 

▪ Ken Calestro ✞ 

2018 Host Families 

▪ Tony Gugliemotto & Sue Haidle 
▪ Odyssey & Alyssa Carson 

▪ Barb & Jim Kimmel 
▪ Tom & Mary Blosser 

▪ Brenda Custodio 
▪ Elena Lubenets 

 

More information how to become our friend or host family at: www.cipcolumbus.org/membership.html 

CIP Team Members: 
US Together 

Board Members: Advisory Committee: 

▪ Mark Poeppelman, 

Director of Int. Programs 

▪ Emily Locke, Communications 

Specialist 

▪ Nina Dimitrova, J-1 IPR  

▪ Brett Pittsley, Intern  

▪ Jae Han, Intern  

 

▪ Nadia Kasvin 

▪ Dmitry Kasvin 

▪ Tatyana Mindlina 

▪ Paula Miller 

▪ Mark Waite 

▪ Graham Allison 

 

▪ Mark Waite, 
International Aid 
Consultant 

▪ Charles Rutonesha, 
Consultant   

▪ Pranab Bhattacharya, 
Retired 

▪ Graham Allison, 
Graham A. Allison & 
Assoc. LLC  

▪ Mariam Harris, Retired 
▪ Leo Knoblauch, Nationwide & 

Whitehall City School Member 
▪ Gus Shihab, The Law Firm of 

Shihab & Assoc. LLC 
▪ Bethany Glick, Nationwide 

Children’s Hospital 
▪ Teri Alexander, Alexander 

Financial Planning 
▪ Seema Anand, Attorney 
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***** WE THANK OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS ***** 

2018 Sponsors: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

US Together International 
Ambassadors:  
▪ Nationwide Insurance 
▪ Cardinal Health Foundation 

 
US Together International 
Diplomats:  
▪ The Beck Foundation 
▪ Honda of America Mfg., Inc. 
▪ National Youth Advocate 

Program 
▪ Ohio State College of Social 

Work 
▪ Hana & Zoheri Abdelbaki 
▪ Hana Khaled 

US Together International 
Sponsors: 
▪ The Law Firm of Shihab and 

Associates 
▪ Northern Columbus Kiwanis 

Club 
▪ Susan Neumann Martiensen 
▪ Rodney Kent 

US Together International 
Supporters: 
▪ Alexander Financial Planning 
▪ Bahram and Denise Hashemi 
▪ Genevieve Szuba 
▪ Leo Knoblauch 
▪ Ronald Bloomfield, MD 

 
US Together International Friends: 
▪ Columbus Council on World Affairs 
▪ Alison Rooney 
▪ Sally Willson 
▪ Irene Donhowe 
▪ Ruth Schildhouse 
▪ Dan & Jacquie Emch 
▪ Don & Miriam Utter 
▪ Joel & Meg Teaford 
▪ Mark & Nancy Poeppelman 

More information on sponsorship levels and ways to contribute to our cause you can find at: www.cipcolumbus.org/sponsors.html 
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