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THE NAME “COLOMBIA” IS DERIVED FROM THE LAST NAME OF
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS (CRISTOBAL COLON).

CAPITAL: Bogota, D.C.
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: Spanish
ETHNIC GROUPS: 49% Mestizo
37% White
10.6% Afro Colombian
3.4% Amerindian
0.1% Roma

POPULATION: February 2012 estimate 47,072,915



1499- Spain arrived in Colombia.

1525- Spain begins conquest of Colombia.

1536- Spain establishes the settlement of Santa Fe de Bogota; becomes part of the Spanish vice-
royalty of Peru.

1718- Bogota becomes the capital of the Spanish Vice-Royalty of Nueva Granada, which also
rules Ecuador and Venezuela.

1819- Simon Bolivar defeats Spanish at Boyaca. Republic of Gran Colombia formed with Ecuador,
Panama and Venezuela.

1829- Gran Colombia dissolved when Venezuela and Ecuador split off, leaving present-day
Colombia and Panama a separate state known as Nueva Granada.

1849- Conservative and Liberal parties founded.

1861- Liberal party rule sees country divided into nine largely autonomous entities and the
church separated from the state.

1885- Start of 45 years of conservative party rule during which power is recentralized and
church influence restored.

1899- “The war of the thousand days”. Between liberals and conservatives.

1903- Panama becomes an independent state.

1930- Liberal President Olaya Herrera elected by Coalition.

1946- Conservatives return to power.

1948- Assassination of left-wing mayor of Bogota ignites riots. 300.000 killed in civil war.
1958- Conservatives and liberals agree to form national front in a bid to end the civil war.
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JUAN MANUEL SANTOS ANGELINO GARZON




COLOMBIA IS
RICH IN NATURAL
RESOURCES.
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CONSIDERED ONE OF THE
MOST MEGADIVERSE

COLOMBIA IS
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FERNANDO BOTERO

RODRIGO ARENAS BETANCOURT
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