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Hello!

I sincerely appreciate the partnership of our members and sponsors. Together, we
have created a network of like-minded individuals who recognize the importance of Kadi
global cooperation. With your continued support, we are able to expand the scope
of our programs and the number of people we impact in our community and abroad.
Both membership and sponsorship represent an inspiring commitment to our
mission: Promoting International Understanding Through Intercultural Exchange.
Please consider extending an invitation to friends, family, and acquaintances to join A Story o

our mission. Visit www.cipcolumbus.org/join-us.

Thanks to your support, we are planning to host a delegation of Libyan judges, a Staff
Chinese social work delegation that will encompass health care, elder care, and

. . U i
hospice care, and other potential programs. Peoti

Phil Beltz, CIP Board President, and I had the honor of presenting at the monthly
meeting for the Nigerians in the Diaspora Organization (NIDO) (see image below).
We are currently planning Nigerian Delegations on Women’s Affairs, Children’s

Welfare, and Poverty Alleviation Delegation.

CIP will be hosting an Estonian Evening with our International Professional in

Residence, Kadi Alakula. Visit page 5 for details on this and other events. I hope to

see you there!

Sincerely,

Mack W (Gagpidme—

Mark Poeppelman, Executive Director

Columbus International Program
57 Jefferson Ave., #3

Columbus, OH 43215
Cipcolumbus.org
cipcols@aol.com

(614) 221-0034

You

Mark and Phil at the NIDO meeting


cipcolumbus.org/join-us.
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/columbus-international-program/47/158/202
https://twitter.com/CIPColumbus
https://www.youtube.com/user/CIPCOLS1970
https://www.facebook.com/CIPColumbus
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A GREAT HOSTING EXPERIENCE

Kadi Alakiila from Johvi, Estonia, stayed with hosts Mikalene Guiser & Tim Skinner for several weeks this

fall/winter. The following is a recount from Mikalene about sharing her home:

"We had a really wonderful time with Kadi over the last six weeks. She was very respectful in our home and
so grateful to us for hosting her. Tim and I learned a lot about Estonia and had great conversations with Kadi
about politics, religion, education, and the justice system. She is getting married in June, and we had fun
wedding planning! She even bought her wedding dress in a Columbus shop! We ate dinner together most
nights, and she graciously offered to be the clean-up crew. I am sad to see her go to a new host family because

she fit so well into our family, but we do plan to see her often before she leaves the States in April!"

HELLO ESTONIA!

Join us for an evening of Estonian food and culture!

You're invited to our Estonian

Thursday, February 5

event, where you will get to know

6:00-7:30 PM
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Burgers ¢ Bords * Bouwbon

our International Professional in
Residence, Kadi Alakula. Kadi, a

young professional from Estonia,

is training at Metropolitan : “%

Community Services T.0.U.C.H. Program. Guests will Fe T ReaL R

enjoy a fun cultural presentation from Kadi, and Columbus, OH 43212
Estonian food prepared by Bar 145.
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* Columbus,
RSVP Here lijgrnationa
- Promoting International
] Understanding through
Intercultural Exchange

Note: Parking designated for Bar 145 is located towards the end of the parking lot. You may
also park by Fortin Ironworks and White Castle. Our event will be held on the top level, you will

see a staircase to your right as you enter.


http://www.cipcolumbus.org/news--events.html
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CHINESE CULTURAL COOPERATION

CIP is excited to announce the introduction of a new initiative involving a partnership with our Chinese
contacts. The Chinese Cultural Cooperation group is exploring areas where CIP can partner with various
Chinese contacts and youth camps for
development, education, and travel. The China

Youth Initiative promotes an early exposure to the

Columbus

importance of cultural exchange, and =) | Iniernational
R | rogram
. . . Promoting International Understandin,
understanding. This collaboration also promotes T il Exhorge

the importance of academic learning. We believe
the future of China and the United States’
bilateral friendship is determined by our next

generation. This program is designed to provide

an opportunity for building friendships between
Left to right, top: Kathy Moser, Suzannah Iles, Joel

Chinese and Americans at a young age.
Poncz; bottom: Mark Poeppleman, Nan Wilson, Si Chen,
and Jiyu Jia
A STORY OF A CIP FRIEND
It has been over 40 years since Masamichi Sakamoto participated in a training program. Recently, he became a
member in order to continue supporting the program that supported him four decades ago. His correspondence

is one of many inspirational stories which CIP has had a hand in over the years:

I attended Columbus CIP program in 1971. I had such a
nice three months, and I met my wonderful host family,
who took good care of me. After the program, we have
continued exchanging Christmas cards. I visited the
tsunami area this past April, and I saw a four-story
building fall down by big sea waves. CIP Japan (about 50
members) has an annual meeting each year. We are

thinking about opening a new program in the near future.

I want to give deep thanks to the Columbus International

Program.

- Michi (Masamichi) Sakamoto

Michi and his wife in Japan
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STAFF UPDATES
Dear members and loyal readers,

I’m sad to say that after almost two years of newsletters and countless website
updates, I am leaving my position as Communications Coordinator at CIP and
moving on to a position at The Ohio State University. As part of the staff, I have
had many great opportunities: I became acquainted with the international
community and organizations of Columbus, learned about the structure of nonprofit
organizations, and had the chance to create new ways to promote our mission. This

experience is sure to prove beneficial to my future work and projects.

I am happy to introduce you to Brady Calestro, who has been contracted as our .
Sonya and Matisse

Communications Coordinator. Brady is the founder of Mondokio International

News, another great international organization. He has extensive experience in
project management and media communications, and we are very happy to

welcome him to CIP!

I am thankful for your support and suggestions. As we work on creating new
projects and reinventing our materials, your comments are always helpful. I hope

you continue to collaborate with us and enjoy many more cultural events!
Sincerely,

Sonya Afanasyeva

NEW INTERNS

Susannah Iles - I am a fourth year Ohio State student studying political science and professional writing; |
hope to go onto law school in autumn 2016. I was drawn to work with CIP because I believe that international
collaboration benefits all those involved. I grew up in the U.S., Japan, and South Korea, and I have seen first-

hand how travel and experiencing new cultures can broaden one’s perspective and offer opportunities.

Nan Wilson - I am a senior at Ohio State University. I plan to graduate from Ohio State University with a
degree in Public Affairs, from the John Glenn School of Public Affairs, and a degree in Chinese, from the Arts
and Sciences Department. Within my Public Affairs degree, I have a built in minor in International Relations/
Diplomacy. Growing up in a multicultural family, I have always had an interest in the field of international
relations. CIP’s mission really aligns with my beliefs on the importance of building international friendships. I

am really thankful for this opportunity to intern with CIP and I look forward to learning more about CIP.
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UPCOMING INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
FEBRUARY 5TH: HELLO ESTONIA! - A PRESENTATION BY KADI ALAKULA
o . A PEEBRUARY 201
Location: Bar 145, 955 W. Fifth Ave, Columbus, OH, 43212

Time: 6:00 pm—=8:00 pm Register Here

Cost: $15.00/person—includes presentation and Estonian dinner L2348 6|7
Cash bar available. Parking designated for Bar 145 is located towards the end of the 8 19 (10 (11 |12 |13 |14
parking lot. You may also park by Fortin [ronworks and White Castle. s e 117 118 119 120 bt

22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28

FEBRUARY 10TH: DRESDEN SISTER CITIES STAMMTISCH

Location: Mozart’s Bakery and Piano Cafe
4784 N. High Street, Columbus, OH 43214
TPMARCH 2015

Time: 6:30 PM—S8:30 PM

Dresden Sister Cities welcomes you to their monthly Stammtisch: refreshments and KL 1R3 w| T | F | s

conversations with others who share German interests. RSVP to| 1|2 (34|56 7
dresdensistercity@gmail.com.

8 9 110 |11 (12 |13 |14

15 |16 |17 (18 (19 (20 |21
MARCH 9TH: INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Location: Ohio Statehouse, 1 Capitol Square, Columbus, OH 43215
Time: 11:30 am — 12:30 pm

The Center for Somali Women’s Advancement will be hosting a free luncheon and celebration! The purpose

22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28

29 130 |31

of this event is to celebrate women’s achievements and to advocate for gender equality and parity in
government, education, health, family life, and so on. Please consider attending and/or making a charitable

donation to help fund this event.

MARCH 11TH: SHEN YUN PERFORMANCE
Location: Ohio Theatre, 39 East State Street, Columbus, OH 43215
Time: 7:30 pm
CIP enjoys a mutually beneficial partnership with Shen Yun Performing Arts, a nonprofit organization based

in New York. It is the world’s premier classical Chinese dance and music company. Click here for tickets.
Contact Arjene Chen at arjenechen@gmail.com and mention CIP for details on a 10% ticket discount.

APRIL 25TH: COLUMBUS INTERNATIONAL SK
The race will begin at Scioto Audubon Metro Park (400 W. Whittier St) at 9:00AM. Register Here

& coumsis

= Srees Lbrands COLUMBUS '» Beck Foundation I FCRS
ROB,NSON Lie BUSINESS FIRST
MurphyEpson """ #* (@ocLc
OnONG, Connected
a OHIO CHlLDRE - - HONDA .‘ n
NATIONAL YOUTH ADVOCATE PROGRAM  [IRAGULZER O @ KlWanls Honda of America Mfg. Inc. ALEXANDER

FINANCIAL PLANNING

% Beck Foundation ~ Phillip's Pharmacy mhealth


http://www.cipcolumbus.org/news--events.html
http://www.centerforsomaliwomen.org.
http://www.centerforsomaliwomen.org.
http://www.shenyun.com/columbus
http://www.columbusinternational5k.com

