GEORGIA

Dzala Ertobashia
‘Strength is in Unity’
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Brief Information

e The capital of Georgia is Thilisi. Other larger ciites include:
Kutaisi, 268,800:; Batoumi, 145,400; and Sokhumi, 110,300

* Area of the country is 69,700 km?

e Population is almost 4.7 million

— 83.9% of the population practices Eastern Orthodox
Christianity, with majority of these adhering to the national
Georgian Orthodox Church.

— Religious minorities include Muslims (9.9%), Armenian
Apostolic (3.9%), and Roman Catholic (0.8%)



Capital, Thbilisi
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Brief History

Independence from the Russian Empire May 26, 1918

Independence from the Soviet Union December 25, 1991
Government Unitary semi-presidential republic
President Mikheil Saakashvili

Prime Minister Nikoloz Gilauri

Mikheil Saakashuvili



* The Official language is Georgian, but Russian is also
widely spoken

* The official currency is Lari; (1.00 GEL =
0.613874 USD)

GDP:
$24.51 billion (2011 est.)

GDP—PPP
$5,400 (2011 est.)

UNEMPLOYMENT:
16.3% (2010 est.)



Economy

Georgia's main economic activities include the
cultivation of agricultural products such as
grapes, citrus fruits, and hazelnuts; mining of
manganese, copper, and gold; and output of a
small industrial sector producing alcoholic and
nonalcoholic beverages, metals, machinery,
and chemicals.

The country imports nearly all its needed
supplies of natural gas and oil products. It has
sizeable hydropower capacity that now
provides most of its energy needs. Georgia has
overcome the chronic energy shortages and
gas supply interruptions of the past by
renovating hydropower plants and by
increasingly relying on natural gas imports
from Azerbaijan instead of from Russia.

The construction on the Baku-
T'bilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline, the
Baku-T'bilisi-Erzerum gas pipeline,
and the Kars-Akhalkalaki Railroad
are part of a strategy to capitalize
on Georgia's strategic location
between Europe and Asia and
develop its role as a transit point
for gas, oil, and other goods.

The Georgian Railways is vital artery linking the Black Sea and the
Caspian Sea, which sits on the shortest route between Europe and
Central Asia



Education

Education in Georgia is mandatory for all children aged 6-14

The school system is divided into elementary (6 years; age level 6-12), basic (3
years; age level 12—-15), and secondary (3 years; age level 15—-18), or alternatively
vocational studies (2 years)

Students with a secondary school certificate have access to higher education. Only
the students who have passed the Unified National Examinations may enroll in a
state-accredited higher education institution, based on ranking of scores he/she
received at the exams

Most of these institutions offer three levels of study: a Bachelor's Program (3—4
years); a Master's Program (2 years), and a Doctoral Program (3 years)

There is also a Certified Specialist's Program that represents a single-level higher
education program lasting for 3—6 years



Sports in
Georgia
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Photo Gallery
of
Georgia
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Coastal landscape of the Black Sea in Batumi Botanical Gardens



Borjomi mineral water



Shahara Peak in Caucasus Mountains of Georgia



Church on a cliff in Kazbegi, Georgia



Jvari Monastery, Mtskheta, Georgia



Svetitskhoveli Cathedral, Mtskheta, Georgia



Woman in traditional
Georgian dress in
Sameba




Georgian National Dance,
the boy is wearing the
traditional dress, Chokha




Georgian traditional dress



Children dancing Georgian national dance Kartuli



Mooth Noble Dance




Georgia Country Video


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlIyp0V9ryg&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlIyp0V9ryg&feature=relmfu

Thank you all from
the Georgian Delegation!



