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Peru, South America 

Peru borders:   
 
North—Ecuador  and 
Colombia 
 
South—Chile  
 
East –Brazil  and 
Bolivia  
 
West –Pacific Ocean 
 



Geography 

Area: 1.28 million sq. km. (496,225 sq. mi.) 
 
Peru is the third-largest country in South America 
and is approximately three times the size of 
California 
 
Major cities: Lima (capital), Arequipa, Chiclayo, 
Cuzco, Huancayo, Ica, Trujillo, Ayacucho, Piura, 
Iquitos, and Chimbote 
 
Terrain: Western arid coastal plains, central 
rugged Andean mountains, and eastern lowlands 
with tropical forests that are part of the Amazon 
basin 
 
Climate: Arid and mild in coastal area, temperate 
to frigid in the Andes, and warm and humid in the 
jungle lowlands 
 



The Flag 

Three equal, vertical bands of red (hoist side), 
white, and red with the coat of arms centered 
in the white band 
 
The coat of arms features a shield bearing a 
vicuna (representing fauna), a cinchona tree 
(the source of quinine, signifying flora), and a 
yellow cornucopia spilling out coins (denoting 
mineral wealth) 
 
Red recalls blood shed for independence, 
white symbolizes peace 
 



Brief History 
Centered at Cuzco, the Incan Empire extended over a vast region from 
northern Ecuador to central Chile.  
 
In search of Inca wealth, the Spanish conqueror Francisco Pizarro, who 
arrived in the territory after the Incas had fought a debilitating civil war, 
conquered the weakened people.  
 
The Spanish captured the Incan capital at Cuzco by 1533, and consolidated 
their control by 1542. Gold and silver from the Andes enriched the 
conquerors, and Peru became the principal source of Spanish wealth and 
power in South America. 
 
Pizarro founded Lima in 1535. The viceroyalty established at Lima in 1542 
initially had jurisdiction over all of the Spanish colonies in South America. 
By the time of the wars of independence (1820-24), Lima had become one 
of the most distinguished and aristocratic colonial capitals and the chief 
Spanish stronghold in the Americas (along with Mexico City). 



Brief History 

Francisco Pizarro 



Peru, 3 Regions 



Peru—The Coast 
In the coast the climate is sunny most of time 
 
Principal cities include Trujillo, Lima the capital, 
Arequipa and beautiful beaches like Mancora, 
Punta Sal, Vichayito, and Huanchaco, 
 
The main activities in the coast are fishing, 
industry and tourism 
 
Peru exports many products such as asparagus, 
fish meal, fruits to different countries such us 
USA, China, Japan, Canada, andGermany  
  
The Principals attractions in the coast are Senor 
de Sipan, City of Chan Chan(Trujillo) and  Nazca 
Lines  
 
The main dance in the coast is marinera  



Lima, the Capital of Peru 

Lima was founded in 1535 by the conquistador 
Francisco Pizarro. It became a thriving city and 
was for a long time a center of power and trade 
 
However with the passing of time the city started 
falling into decline and was then decimated by a 
huge earthquake in 1746 
 
Today Lima has grown to over 8 million 
inhabitants and has become a sprawling 
metropolis 
 



Peru—The Highlands 
The Andes Mountains 
 
Most of  indigenous people live 
there 
 
Agriculture is main source of 
income 
 
Over 200 different potatoes are 
grown in this region 

Most people speak Quechua, the 
second official language in Peru, 
spoken by the Incas 



Peru—The Jungle 

In the jungle, the weather is 
mostly tropical and hot. There 
are  many varieties of fruits that 
grow in the region along with 
coco (chocolate) and coffee 

The Amazon River 



Key Facts 

People 
 
Nationality: Peruvian 
 
Ethnic groups: Indigenous (45%); mixed background ("mestizo") (37%); 
European (15%); African, Japanese, Chinese, and other (3%) 
 
Population (2011): 29.8 million. Close to 30% of the population lives in 
the Lima/Callao metropolitan area 
 
Annual population growth rate (2011): 1.14% 
 
Religions: Roman Catholic (81%), other (10%) 
 
Languages: Spanish is the principal language. Quechua, Aymara and 
other indigenous languages also have official status 
 



Economy 
GDP (2010): $153.92 billion 
 
Annual growth rate: 0.9% (2009); 8.8% (2010) 
 
Per capita GDP (2010): $5,224 
 
Natural resources: Copper, gold, silver, zinc, lead, iron ore, fish, 
petroleum, natural gas, and forestry 
 
Manufacturing (2010): 15.0% of GDP. Types--food and beverages, 
textiles and apparel, nonferrous and precious metals, nonmetallic 
minerals, petroleum refining, paper, chemicals, iron and steel, 
fishmeal, footwear, chemicals, paper, machinery, furniture 
 
Agriculture (2010): 7.5% of GDP. Products--coffee, cotton, 
asparagus, paprika, artichokes, sugarcane, potatoes, rice, banana, 
maize, poultry, milk, fruits, others 
 
Other sectors, by percentage of GDP (2010): Services (55.6%), 
mining (5.2%), construction (6.7%), fisheries (0.3%) 
 



Trade 
Exports--$35.07 billion: gold, copper, fishmeal, petroleum, zinc, textiles, apparel, 
asparagus, coffee, others.  
 
Major markets--U.S. (16.3%), China (15.5%), Switzerland (11.0%), Canada (9.5%), 
Japan (5.1%), Germany (4.3%), Chile (3.9%), Spain (3.3%).  
 
Imports--$ 27.91 billion: petroleum and petroleum products, vehicles, plastics, 
steel, telephones, wheat, soy oil and soy products, corn, chemicals, commercial 
machinery, processed food, electronic goods.  
 
Major suppliers--U.S. (19.5%), China (16.8%), Brazil (7.4%), Ecuador (5.0%), Japan 
(4.5%), Colombia (4.6%), Mexico (3.8%). 
 



Money—Nuevo Sol 
Since 1991 the Nuevo Sol is Peru's currency. However, almost everywhere in 
Lima the US Dollar is accepted.  

 

The international code for the Peruvian currency Nuevo Sol (S/.) is PEN.  

 

The Nuevo Sol is subdivided into 100 Centimos.  

 

There are banknotes for S/. 10, S/. 20, S/. 50, S/. 100 and S/. 200.  

 

Coins have been issued for 1 Centimo, 5 Centimos, 10 Centimos, 20 Centimos, 
50 Centimos, S/. 1, S/. 2 and S/. 5. 

1 PEN = 0.375235 USD 



Government 
Type: Constitutional republic 
 
Independence: July 28, 1821 
 
Constitution: December 31, 1993 
 
Branches:  
Executive--president, two vice presidents, and a Council of Ministers led 
by a president of the Council of Ministers (prime minister) 
Legislative--unicameral Congress 
Judicial--four-tier court structure consisting of Supreme Court and lower 
courts 
 
Administrative divisions: 25 regions (sometimes called departments) 
subdivided into 195 provinces and 1,834 districts 
 

Suffrage: Universal and mandatory for citizens 18 to 70 
 



Education 

Years compulsory—11, kids start 
pre school at 2 years old 
 
Master and Ph’d programs available 
 
 Attendance--ages 6-11, 92% and ages 12-16, 66%  
 
Literacy--96% in urban areas, 80% in rural areas. 
 
There are no special schools for children with 
disabilities! 



Tourist Places 



Machu Picchu, Lost City of the Incas 

Machu Picchu is located in the Cusco 
Region of Peru, South America. 
 
It is situated on a mountain ridge 
above the Urubamba Valley in Peru, 
which is 80 kilometres (50 mi) 
northwest of Cusco and through 
which the Urubamba River flows 
 
Most archaeologists believe that 
Machu Picchu was built as an estate 
for the Inca emperor Pachacuti 
(1438–1472) 
 
Often referred to as the "Lost City of 
the Incas.” It is perhaps the most 
familiar icon of the Inca World. 



Nazca Lines 

The Nazca Lines are located in the arid 
Peruvian coastal plain, some 400 km south 
of Lima, the geoglyphs of Nazca and the 
pampas of Jumana cover about 450 sq. km 
 
The Nazca Lines, which were scratched on 
the surface of the ground between 500 B.C. 
and A.D. 500, are among archaeology's 
greatest enigmas because of their quantity, 
nature, size and continuity 
 
The geoglyphs depict living creatures, 
stylized plants and imaginary beings, as well 
as geometric figures several kilometers long. 
They are believed to have had ritual 
astronomical functions 



Tourism—Senor de Sipan 
Chiclayo, Peru 

The most significant archeological discovery in 
the region was the tomb of the Señor de Sipán, 
discovered close to the coast, in the middle of 
Lambayeque Valley, just 35 kms. east of 
Chiclayo,Peru. The Señor de Sipán, or "Lord of 
Sipan" wore funeral clothes adorned with gold, 
silver and jewels 



Sports 

Volleyball 
 
Soccer 
 
Boxing 
 
Surfing Surfing is a very popular activity in Peru; it has 

produced world wide champions such as Sofia  
Mulanovich, 2004 female world champion 



My City—Trujillo  



My City—Trujillo  

Trujillo is home to many higher 
education institutions, including 
the majority of the universities 
and vocational institutes in 
northern Peru 

Trujillo is known as the "City of Eternal 
Spring,“ is considered the "National capital 
of Marinera" dance and "cradle of typical 
Paso Peruvian Horse"  as well as the 
"Culture Capital of Peru” 



Huanchaco, Peru 



Chan Chan—City of Mud 



Architecture 



Marinera 

The dance is energetic, with elegant 
movements and a highly complex 
choreography of coordinated and synchronized 
sequences. 

The couple keeps time with a handkerchief 
clutched in one hand, which is also part of the 
courting ritual, even though the couple never 
comes into physical contact. Instruments used 
to perform the marinera limeña include the 
guitar and Cajon, a box-shaped drum, while a 
full-blown marching band accompanies the 
Marinera Norteña 



Marinera 



Food in Peru 

Lomo Saltado 

Pisco Sour 

Ceviche 



Food in Peru 

Pachamanca 

Tacacho con cecina 

Papa a la huancayna 



Thank you so much! 


